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Information Sheet 2014-15
PE – All children are required to change their clothes for PE. Please encourage children to learn how to do up buttons and tie laces. They should have suitable footwear for both indoor and outdoor lessons in school, at all times. PE will be on Mondays.  AS WELL AS THE SCHOOL UNIFORM IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE PE CLOTHES ARE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME. 

Equipment – Keywords, number cards and all other resources given out during the year should be kept in the zippy wallet provided.  Spelling sheets should be kept with Spelling record book and homework diaries in the Zippy wallet. 
RE Programme: This year we will be following the Alive O 1programme with the whole class. 
Topic Work for the Year

	
	WAU
	PDMU

	Autumn 1
	 Fairytales/Senses 
	Settling In – Our Golden Rules 
Sesame Tree – Making new friends and trying new things  

	Autumn 2
	Florence Nightingale/Christmas
	Other PDMU topics to be covered throughout the year include;

Keeping Healthy, Staying Safe

Sesame Tree – Exercise

Relationships with Family & Friends – Developing Good Relationships

Where I live – learning to live as a member of a community
Anti-Bullying and Road Safety in November.  
Other topics will be either decided at the start of each new class topic or when a certain issue needs to be focused on.

	Spring 1
	Hot and Cold Countries
	

	Spring 2
	Growing Plants
	

	Summer 1
	Where we live
	

	Summer 2
	The Sea 
	


Library Books

Children will be changing their library book every Wednesday. Please ensure your child has their book in to change on this day. 

Outdoor Play

We will also be having outdoor play so children are encouraged to bring their wellies to school each week (or if they have a spare pair that could be left in school) and a waterproof coat/overalls that you don’t mind getting dirty that also could be left in school for use during outdoor play. 
Please mark wellies clearly with your child’s name.

Homework
P2 homework for the week is two nights (Tuesday and Thursday) for Numeracy and Literacy activities in homework book and their Spelling workbook on a Monday and Wednesday night.  They will have reading and keywords every night and will be starting spellings in October time. 
P.1 homework will consist of practical activities, e.g. alphabet singing (using chart in zippy wallet), sound books (practising their sounds by singing the jolly phonics action rhymes whilst doing the actions, sound searches etc), keyword games, number activities and rhymes, storysacks etc. They will start to get their reading books to share at home in October. P.1s will also receive a homework book after Christmas (for two nights – Tuesday and Thursday). Details of home activities will be outlined in homework diaries on a daily basis.     
All children will be expected to complete their homework, for no more than half an hour.  

English

P.1

· Alphabet names and jolly sounds
· Letter Formation/word building
· Sentences, capital letters and full stops

· Comprehension (oral)

· Sequencing of events and stories

· Key words in context and on flash cards

P.2 

Extending their knowledge of all the above including;

· Spelling – cvc words, families of spellings e.g. ‘_at’, ‘_ed’ or ‘_og’ words

· Final and initial blends e.g. ch, th, sh etc. 

· Consonant Clusters - 
- to investigate, read and spell words ending in ff, ll, ss, ck
· Long Vowel Sounds - 
- the common spelling patterns for each of the long vowel phonemes: ee ai ie oa oo and becoming aware of their alternatives. 
Phonics

We follow the Jolly Phonics scheme

· Jolly Phonics has been developed by practising classroom teachers and provides a systematic method for teaching children to read and write.   

·  It is a synthetic phonics programme: The children are taught to read by ‘synthesising’ (which is blending) the letter sounds together. 

·  By blending the letter sounds together, the children can work out unknown words themselves, rather than being asked to memorise words. 
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There are 5 basic skills covered in Jolly Phonics:

1. Learning the letter sounds. 

2. Learning letter formation.

3. Blending.

4. Identifying sounds in words.

5. Tricky words.

This programme continues through all Key stage 1 classes in the school and progresses onto Jolly Grammar in P3 and continuing on to P7. 
Reading 

We are working on encouraging children to become independent and willing readers. We use a range of texts in school through Shared and Guided reading.  Books to read at home may be from the PM starters, Ginn 360, Storyworlds or Rigby Star scheme. Reading will not be individually heard every day with your child.

The constant revisiting of Key words is a good building block for developing your child’s word attack skills, look for little words e.g. ‘in’ in larger words e.g. ‘spin’ etc. 
Reading tips for parents: 

· Discuss the different features of the book, e.g. Front cover, title, author and illustrator (if stated on the book).  

· Walkthrough the book looking at the picture and discussing what is happening.  Talk together about what you think will happen next. 

· Read the story to your child pointing to each word. 

· Go back and read the sentences together or if your child feels confident allow them to read the words on their own (ensuring they are pointing to each word as they read it). 

· Help with any words he/she does not know by encouraging him/her to sound parts of them out (especially the first letter) or using picture cues. 

· Make up little quizzes about the story, and allow your child to ask you questions too! 

· After reading the story a few times, question your child on different keywords in the book, e.g. Can you find the word ‘it’? Can you see that word on any other page? 

· Show your child that you enjoy him/her reading to you. 

· Always remember to praise your child! 

We encourage children to bring home a library book weekly to share at home and story sacks for P1s.  I would encourage you to take your child to the library to promote reading as an enjoyable activity. 

How is numeracy taught in a P1 class?
Once your child is in a P1 class, s/he will be working to the guidelines of the Numeracy Strategy. Later in the school this will mean that about an hour each day is completely devoted to mathematics, but in a reception class this is very unlikely to be the case. 

Your child will certainly do some number work everyday, but this will be a mixture of: 

· whole class work 
number rhymes and songs, counting, games, listening to number stories, learning and talking about number facts

· taught group work 
working with other children and a teacher

· independent group work
working with other children alone or with a classroom assistant

In addition to games, practical activities and writing numbers, playful activities such as the sand and water tray, 'home corner' or construction toys are often used to introduce and practise number skills.

What sort of numeracy will my child be doing in P1?

Children will be involved in a wide range of experiences in order to develop and build upon the language of sets and sorting. 

At the start of the P1 year children work mostly with numbers to 10, although by the end of the year they will be able to talk about numbers to 20 and sometimes beyond. 

Understanding the sequence of numbers is one of the most important building blocks of mathematics, and so children in P1 classes spend a great deal of time counting, ordering and reciting numbers, and learning to recognise them as both numerals and words. 

Children at this age begin to learn to add by bringing groups of objects together and counting the total, or by 'counting on'. Similarly they will learn to subtract by splitting up groups of objects or by 'counting back'. 
What is important is that children talk about their learning and ideas, developing a 'mathematical vocabulary' and a solid understanding of the number system.

Helping your child

· Help your child to practise counting through singing, rhymes and games, and to develop an awareness of numbers in everyday experiences. 

· Choose a time to practise numbers when your child is not feeling tired or reluctant. Mornings can be a better time than after school

· Short but frequent times, (five or ten minutes), spent together enjoying activities which practise number skills are the best way of helping young children to become confident mathematicians.

· Give plenty of praise and encouragement and always consult your child's teacher if there appear to be any particular difficulties.
How is Numeracy taught in P2?

What sort of number work will my child be doing in P2?

In P2 children continue to develop counting skills, counting forwards, and backwards. They will also learn about odd and even numbers. Your child will learn to count in twos, fives and tens, which is the first step towards learning ' times tables'. 

You will notice that 'sums' are written across the page, rather like a sentence (5 + 4 =?). 

Children will learn that an addition sum or a subtraction sum can be described using several different phrases: 

What is five plus four?
What do five and four make altogether?
What is five count on four?
Five add four?
What is five take away four?
What is five subtract four?
Start on five and count back four. What is the number?
What is the difference between five and four?
What is four less than five?

Children are encouraged to think of more than one way of tackling sums. For example, you could solve 5 + 4 =? By doing the sum 5 + 5 = 10 and then taking away 1 or by knowing that 6 + 4 = 10 so 5 + 4 must equal 9. 

Helping your child

As you walk along or climb stairs together, practise counting in twos, fives and tens. Keep to a rhythm with one number for each step: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12. 

As you travel on the road look at car number plates. Play a game in which you think of as many sums as you can using the numbers. 
For example: Using the numbers 749, you could make the sums:

7 + 4 + 9 =? 


9 - 4 =?
74 - 9 =? 


49 - 7 =?
7 + 4 - 9 =? 


7 + 9 - 4 =?
7 - 4 + 9 =?                       74 + 9 =? Etc.

Encourage your child to tell you about the number work s/he is doing at school.

· Support homework with plenty of praise and encouragement

· Do not expect your child to answer every question quickly - give time to think

· Ask your child's teacher to explain any methods which are new to you

Always consult the school if your child experiences any particular difficulties

Maths Overview

	
	P2

	Number
	Counting to 20, Number sequence to 20

Ordering & Comparing Numbers to twenty, before, after, between

Even and Odd Numbers

Number names

Ordinal Numbers e.g. 1st, 2nd etc.

(Summer Term) Intro numbers to 100



	Addition & Subtraction
	Addition and subtraction number stories to 10

Know by heart number stories to 5

e.g. No. 3 Story: 3+0 , 2+1 , 1+2, 0+3

Recognise and know ‘doubles’ e.g. 1+1, 2+2, 3+3, 4+4, 5+5 and ‘near doubles’ e.g. 1+2, 2+3, 3+4 etc.

(Summer Term) Addition & Subtraction beyond 10



	Money
	Addition & Subtraction to10p/£10

Using 1p, 2p and 5p coins

(Summer Term) Using the 10p coin

	Shape & Space
	Recognising and naming 2D & 3D shapes

Examine sides and corners of shapes

Introducing the hexagon

Developing shape patterns, line symmetry and language of movement

	Handling data
	Revise sorting into sets

Selecting criteria for sorting e.g. hair/eye colour

Introduce Carroll & Arrow diagrams

Introduce bar graphs and organising and displaying data



	Measures
	

	Length
	Language of length for direct comparisons e.g. longer/shorter/taller

Introduce and use non-standard units to measure with e.g. feet/spans etc.

Estimating lengths

	Weight
	Language of weight e.g. heavier/lighter

Using a two pan balance and non standard units e.g. pegs/beads/cubes etc.

	Capacity
	Language of capacity and comparing two or more containers

Introduce non standard units and estimation

Simple problems involving capacity

	Time
	Revise days of the week

Introduce analogue and digital displays for hours and half hours

Introduce simple work on time intervals e.g. 1, 2 or 3 hrs before or after given time (durations).


I hope this information is of some use to you and remember if there are any problems, please feel free to write a note in your child’s diary or telephone to make an appointment to meet with me.

More information about your child’s progress will be provided at the Annual Parent-Teacher meeting in October.
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